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THE EUROPEAN UNION’S TRADE DEFENSE
INSTRUMENTS!

Vanja SuSnjar Cankovié

Abstract

According to the World Trade Organization, all its members,including the
EU have the right in some well-defined situations to impose additional duies,
o, in some cases, price or quantitative limitations on imported products to
prevent damage to their domestic industry. There are three principal trade
defense instruments: (1) anti-dumping measures against dumped imports that
cause or threaten to cause material injury to the domestic industry (2) anti-
-subsidy measures = also known as countervailing duties ~ against subsidized
imports, and (3) safeguard measures against sudden and unforeseen import
increases. The offcial aim of trade defense proceedings is to protect ELl produ-
cers of competing goods from injury or a threat of injury from imports by tem-
porary protective tariffs on imports. However, the lterature suggests that these
measiures could not only harm European consumers, but also European enter-
prises. The main objective of this paper is o elaborate on the efectiveness of
trade defense instruments aderessing unfair practices occurring in international
trade. Since the EUl trade policy has gone through various stages, some more
defensive than others, it will, aiso, cover @ major concern expressed by several
authors about the ELI's etreat into protectionism in the range of trade-related.
economic policies.
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INTRODUCTION

According to the World Trade Organization, all its members, including
the EU, have the right in some well-defined situations to impose additional
duties, or, in some cases, price or quantitative limitations on imported pro-
ducts to prevent damage to their domestic industry. There are three princi-
pal trade defense instruments: (1) anti-dumping measures against dumped
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